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Melissa Tiller

Melissa Tiller needed a colonoscopy, but wasn’t sure where to turn. Her mom has been diag-
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ƐƚŽŽů͘�dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�Ă�ƉƌĞ-cursor of colon cancer.

Melissa is a hard worker but lost her job at a non- profit in a poor economy.   A former school 
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two, but both part-ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŶĞŝƚŚĞƌ�Žī ĞƌĞĚ�ŝŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞ͘�, Ğƌ�ĐĂƐĞ�ǁ ŽƌŬĞƌ�Ăƚ�:ŽƌĚĂŶ�s ĂůůĞǇ�, ĞĂůƚŚ�

�ĞŶƚĞƌ�ŝŶ�̂ ƉƌŝŶŐĮ ĞůĚ�ŬŶĞǁ �ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��Žǆ, ĞĂůƚŚ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ƚŚĂƚ�Žī ĞƌƐ�ĨƌĞĞ�ĐŽůŽŶŽƐĐŽƉŝĞƐ�

and made a call.

“I’m a single mom with no other support,” says Melissa. “I didn’t want to take on more financial 

burdens right now that I couldn’t pay off in a year or two. The colonoscopy was going to cost 

four to five thousand dollars. When I learned I could get help, I nearly broke down in tears. It was 

ũƵƐƚ�ƵƩ Ğƌ�ƌĞůŝĞĨ͘ ͟

dŚĞ��ŽůŽƌĞĐƚĂů��ĂŶĐĞƌ�WƌĞǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ�&ƵŶĚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĐŽůŽŶŽƐĐŽƉŝĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�

anyone in need. Individuals with symptoms, family history, a lack of insurance or other inability

ƚŽ�ƉĂǇ�ǁ ŝůů�ŽŌĞŶ�ĨŽƌŐŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞǀ ĞŶƚĂƟǀ Ğ�ƚĞƐƚ�ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŝŶĐƵƌ�ďŝůůƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐĂŶ͛ ƚ�Ăī ŽƌĚ͘ ��E Žƚ�ŚĂǀ ŝŶŐ�

the test allows pre-ĐĂŶĐĞƌŽƵƐ�ƉŽůǇƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ďĞĞŶ�ƌĞŵŽǀ ĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŐŽ�ƵŶĐŚĞĐŬĞĚ͕ �ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂůůǇ�

ĂůůŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ƉƌĞǀ ĞŶƚĂďůĞ�ĐĂŶĐĞƌ�ƚŽ�ďĞŐŝŶ͘ �dŚĞ��ŽůŽƌĞĐƚĂů��ĂŶĐĞƌ�WƌĞǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ�&ƵŶĚ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞƐƚ�

at no cost, removing the barrier to care and hopefully stopping can-

cer in its tracks. The fund is the reason why Melissa says today her

future is bright.

“The colonoscopy did find a polyp that has now been removed. The 

test came back with good news. I will keep monitoring my health,

ďƵƚ�ƚŚĂŶŬƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĨƵŶĚ�Ă�ŚƵŐĞ�ǁ ĞŝŐŚƚ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ůŝŌĞĚ͘ ͟

dŽ�ĚŽŶĂƚĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ŽůŽƌĞĐƚĂů��ĂŶĐĞƌ�WƌĞǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ�&ƵŶĚ�Žƌ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�
in the Color Rectal Awareness Party (CRAP), contact the CoxHealth
&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ�Ăƚ�Ϯϲϵ-7109 or you can donate online at
ǁ ǁ ǁ ͘ ĐŽǆŚĞĂůƚŚĨŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ͘ ĐŽŵ .


